Testimony of Joseph Wasserman of Connecticut Coalition for Environmental
Justice

Before the Connecticut General Assembly Public Health Committee
February 28, 2014

Testimony in support of SB 126, An Act Concerning Children’s Exposure to
Chemicals

I wish to thank all the members of the Public Hea!th Committee for the opportunity to give
testimony today. ‘

My name is Joseph Wasserman and | am a Community Organizer with Connecticut Coalition
for Environmental Justice. | speak today in support of SB 126, an Act Concerning Children’s
Exposure to Chemicals,

Science is finding that many toxic chemicals effect cur health and future well being at lower
and lower levels. What had been considered safe before is all too often, is no longer
considered safe. We see higher and higher cancer rates among children, higher autism rates
and higher and higher asthma rates. Study after study links many of the toxic chemicals we
are exposed to in everyday products to these health problems. Children are among the
most vulnerable to the negative health effects of toxic chemicals that are found in everyday
products.

When these everyday products are incinerated, in places like Hartford and Bridgeport, these
dangerous toxins are released into the air. Thus Low Income Communities of Color in these
urban areas are exposed again to these toxins by breathing the air. This is all the more
reason we need SB126, which will create a process wherehy chemicals of high concern are
identified and create recommendations for action to protect children and our community.

We should not take chances with the health of our children. We have the right to know what
chemicals are in the products we buy for our children. SB 126 will inform us about the
presence of chemicals in children’s products and the risk these chemicals pose.

No additional budget allocation is being requested for this legislation
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 Thisis ‘LG certh)r that at avmeefiﬁg of the Court of Common Council, April 8, 2013, the following _
. RESOLUTION was passed as AMENDED. . =

=

. Whereas, The Coalition for a Safe & Healthy Connecticnt and the Connecticut Coalition
-for Environmental Tustice have worked tirelessly to nnplemam environmental protections in
Comnecticut and throughout the United Stafes, and

Whereas, They have brought o our atfention that there are to}uc chemicals in everyday
products--in our bodigs, homes, workplaces, and communities; and

Whereas, Fewer ﬂ1an 5% of the more than 80,000 syntheiic chenncals in commerce have
been tested for safety; and

‘Whereas, A developmg fetus aud chlldwn are particularly vulnersble 16 toxic ohezmcai
exposure; and '

Whereas, Common ingredients in plastics and toys have been shown fo disrupt hormene
systems, herm child brain and sexual development, and impair leng-term memory; and

Whereas, Many personal care products like shampoo, bubble bath, lotion and diaper
creams have ingredients that are known or suspected to cause cancer,-birth defects and
reproduchve damage; and

. Whereas, Because there has been infense industry. opposition and Congressional
inaction, Connecticut organizations such as the Coalition for a Safe & Healthy Conrecticut and
the Comnecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice continue to defend thg vulnerable from
toxic chemical exposure as Connecticut citizens are demanding more, health protective policies;

- and
Whereas, Comnscticut has already proven to be a leader on environmental health issues
by bamning bisphenol-A (BPA) in ceriain consumer p:roducts inchading mamny That infamts and
babies are exposed to, thus paving the way for federal action in this ares; and




‘Whereas, Thei"é is still work to be doze fo eﬂéﬁfe the Iiéalﬁh and safety of Connecticut’s
children; and :

‘Whereas, I would‘ take many decades to ban ons dangerous chemical at a time, now
therefore, be it '

Resolved, That the City of Hatford Court of Common Council s:e’co'gni'zes. the
importance of protecting the health & development of our local families and supports the state’s
efforts in identifying and phasing out dangerous toxic chemicals in childrer’s products, Be it
Further o '

_ Resolved, That the City of Hartford Court of Common Covneil is going on record as

celling for strong legislation that will address this important issue in a more comprehensive
fashion by creating a process for defermining chernicals of high concern and a plan to replace
them with safer alfernatives; and be it stifl further :

Resolved, That the City of Hartford Court of Common Councit supperis-the above

sefrenced Resolution, and will also support proposed staie legislation intended to address this |
- issue. . :

» -HB 6332 An Act Concerning Toxic Fire Retardants in Children’s Products.
« SB 16 An Act Concerning Requiting Labeling of all Food and Drink Packeging
containing Bispenol-A. . : .
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John V. Bazzano,
City Clerk.



